PHYSICS & ASTRONOMY

WEEKLY CALENDAR

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

TEL: 225-578-2261 202 NICHOLSON HALL
FAX: 225-578-5855 Louisiana State University
http://www.phys.Isu.edu Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803-4001

September 17, 2007

Departmental Colloquium

"Towards measuring black hole spin"
3:40 PM - Thursday, September 20, 2007
109 Nicholson Hall

Jon Miller
University of Michigan

Host — Robert Hynes
* Refreshments served at 3:15 PM in 229 Nicholson Hall «

Constraints on black hole spin are just within reach of present techniques and instrumentation. Spin can
determine how much radiation black holes can pump into their galactic environments, the nature of
relativistic jets that black holes launch, and - perhaps most interestingly - the nature of the spacetime close
to black hole itself. At present, no technique for constraining spin is mature, but the potential for tight
constraints that can properly be called "measurements" is real. I will review current progress towards
constraining the spin parameter of both stellar-endpoint black holes, and the supermassive black holes in
the center of galaxies.

Welcome To:

Travis Garrett, a Postdoctoral Researcher with the General Relativity Group. He is in Room
241-D, Ext. 8-7636.

Slaven Radic, an Intern with Dr. Thomas Kutter. He is in Room 220A, Ext. 8-8318.

Congratulations To:

Dr. Luis Lehner who will be one of the participants in the invitation-only workshop
"Enabling Science Discoveries through Visual Exploration", organized by the
National Science Foundation in Washington, D.C. on September 27-28, 2007.
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