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Although the pairing mechanism in the high-temperature copper-oxide superconductors remains elusive, equally puzzling are the
bizarre properties of the normal state. For example, in most metals the resistivity scales as the second power of the temperature.
However, in the copper-oxide superconductors, a strange metal regime exists in which the resistivity scales linearly with
temperature. I will show how composite excitations emerge as the propagating degrees of freedom in the normal state and how
their breakup mediates T-linear resistivity. Recent experimental support for this picture will be presented..
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