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Departmental Colloquium 

 
" Superconductors Old and New " 

 
3:30 PM Thursday, February 18, 2016 

 
 109 Nicholson Hall 

 
Robert Birgenau  

University of California at Berkeley 
 

HOST: Ward Plummer 
	  

• Refreshments served at 3:10 PM in 232 (Library) Nicholson Hall •  

 Condensed Matter Physics is a field, which continuously renews itself through the 
discovery of new materials and new phenomena.  This has been particularly true for the 
subfield of superconductivity.  We will review the progress in this field from Kammerlingh 
Onnes's discovery of superconductivity in mercury in 1911 to the Bednorz-Mueller ground 
breaking discovery of high temperature superconductivity in the lamellar 
copper oxides in 1986 to recent work on the Fe arsenides and selenides. Research on 
superconductivity has produced theoretical insights which have implications not only for 
superconductivity itself but for systems as varied as liquid crystal gels and the fundamental 
constituents of the universe.	  

 

ORED Colloquium 

 
 

" Public Research Universities- Challenges and Solutions " 
 

9:30 AM Thursday, February 18, 2016 
 

 Dalton Woods Auditorium 

Robert Birgenau  
University of California at Berkeley 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ored-colloquium-public-research-universities-challenges-and-solutions-registration-21068027036?ref=enivtefor001&invite=OTA5MTMyMS9oY2FycnV0aEBsc3UuZWR1LzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=


; 

 

LSU Physics & Astronomy in the News 

LIGO announces the detection of gravitational waves from a binary black hole merger. 
On Sept. 14, 2015 at 9:50:45 UTC, the two detectors of the LIGO Observatory 
simultaneously observed a transient gravitational wave signal due to the inspiral and merger 
of a pair of black holes, with masses 36 and 29 MΘ, at a distance of approximately 410 Mpc. 
Read More 

Physical Review Letters paper: http://physics.aps.org/articles/v9/17 
NSF press conference: https://www.youtube.com/user/VideosatNSF/live 
Black hole mergers: http://www.ligo.org/science/Publication-NINJA2 
LIGO website: https://ligo.caltech.edu/LA 
LSU Physics & Astronomy Dept. Relativity group: 
http://www.phys.lsu.edu/newwebsite/research/relativity.html 

The New York Times: Scientists Detect Gravitational Waves, Proving Einstein Right  
CNN.com: Gravitational waves open 'a window on the universe,' scientists say  

http://www.phys.lsu.edu/newwebsite/news/LIGOnewsrelease.html
http://physics.aps.org/articles/v9/17
https://www.youtube.com/user/VideosatNSF/live
http://www.ligo.org/science/Publication-NINJA2
https://ligo.caltech.edu/LA
http://www.phys.lsu.edu/newwebsite/research/relativity.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/12/science/ligo-gravitational-waves-black-holes-einstein.html?_r=0
http://www.cnn.com/2016/02/11/us/gravitational-waves-feat/index.html
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