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October 14-18, 2013  
 

DEPARTMENTAL COLLOQUIUM  
"Black Hole Battery" 

 
3:30 PM October 17, 2013 

109 Nicholson Hall  
Janna Levin  

Columbia University  
Host: Gabriela Gonzalez 

 
• Refreshments served at 3:10 PM in 232 (Library) Nicholson Hall • 

Black holes are dark dead stars. Neutron stars are monstrous magnets. Together they can form a giant electronic circuit that 
outshines an entire galaxy for a few minutes before the black hole swallows the neutron star and the circuit with it. A black hole 
battery is expensive but powerful. I'll tell you how to make one. 

Saturday Science at LSU  
October 19, 2013 

10:00 A.M. 
130 Nicholson Hall, LSU 

 
Suniti Karunatillake 

LSU Dept. of Geology and Geophysics 
"What may chemically bind water in Martian soil?"  
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